CONTENTS

Fall | Winter 2021

3 LETTER FROM THE EDITOR:
ON A RAZOR-THIN EDGE
Dr. Terry Ellis

4 EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT UPDATE:
IRON SHARPENETH IRON
Dr. Fred Russell

6 LOVELY LADIES:
CHOOSING JOY
Melissa Hill

9
10
11

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS: ROA45
COLLEGE & BIBLICAL SEMINARY INFORMATION
ROA STORE

( SPECIAL MARKED DOWN ITEMS FOR THE HOLIDAYS )

Editor

Executive Editor | Dr. Terry Ellis
Contributors
ABOUT ROCK OF AGES MAGAZINE

The Rock of Ages Digital Magazine is
a quarterly publication of Rock of Ages
Ministries Cleveland, Tennessee.

Page 2 | Rock of Ages Magazine | Fall | Winter 2021

Executive Editor | Dr. Terry Ellis
International Ministry | Dr. Ricky Dunsford
Education Department | Dr. Robert Keeton
Assistant Director of Education | Dr. Fred Russell

Contributors Continued

Juvenile Ministry | Rick Hildebrand
Publication Dept. | Dr. Gene Hooker
Lovely Ladies | Dr. Peggy Ellis
North America Report | Dr. David Roth
A Special Thanks to Guest Contributors:
Photography provided by staff contributors and paid royalty-free stock sources.
Imagery also selected from various artists at Unsplash & Pexels

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT ROCK OF AGES MINISTRIES VISIT
roapm.org

ON A RAZOR-THIN EDGE
"Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision:

For the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision."
Joel 3:14

A

merica today is teetering on a
Razor-Thin Edge morally, politically,
biblically, and spiritually.

However, America's history reveals that our nation
was founded on conservative biblical principles,
which led to a healthy establishment of government,
churches, and families. With the passing of one
generation to another, conservative values have
become diluted and displaced. In the past few
decades, our nation has traveled down a path
of liberalism, leading us to a Razor-Thin margin
between conservativism and liberalism. Our
generation is the one who will determine which
side America will stand on for future generations.

Today, America is where Israel was
when Elijah challenged them to choose
between God and Baal. They were on a
Razor-Thin edge between God and Baal
and were conditioned to accept the ways
of Baal as a regular part of daily life and
culture. While they did not deny God, they did

not acknowledge Him either, thus resulting in
Elijah's challenge to the prophets of Baal. The

challenge was a defining moment for God's people.
The outcome would define Israel's present state
of affairs and its future status among the nations.
After the challenge, they readily acknowledged, "The
LORD, he is the God." Their decision brought about a
revival. As we face the defining challenge set before
our generation, may we pass the test and return to
the Lord and proclaim, "The LORD, he is the God."
1 Kings 18:21 And Elijah came unto all the people,
and said, How long halt ye between two opinions?
if the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then
follow him. And the people answered him not a word.
1 Kings 18:38-39 Then the fire of the LORD fell, and
consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the
stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in
the trench. 39 And when all the people saw it, they fell
on their faces: and they said, The LORD,
he is the God; the LORD, he is the God.

Dr. Terry Ellis

President & Executive Editor
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Educational Department Update:
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Proverbs 27:17 "Iron sharpeneth iron;
so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend."

S

everal years ago, I had a brotherin-law that brought his portable
saw mill to where I lived, to cut
trees and saw them into lumber so I
could build a garage.

Our second day in the woods as we were getting
ready to start cutting down some trees, I noticed
the first thing he did was sharpen the chain on his
saw. I reminded him that he had done this the
evening before and had only made two cuts before
we stopped for the day. I would have just cranked
the saw and started cutting. His response was great.
He said, that the saw had been in the back of the
truck and may have bounced the saw where the
chain had hit something and dulled it, or the oil or
fuel may have leaked some. He said it is better to
start with everything checked and right, rather than
starting and having to stop because it is not right.
When it comes to serving the Lord, I believe many
are as I was when it came to cutting down trees. They
have a zeal and want to jump in and get started. Their
zeal is great, and we do not want to quench it, but
they will be limited by their knowledge. I became
more productive cutting trees when I heeded to the
instructions of one that was wiser than I was. The
zeal to do does not need to be set to the side, but in
addition to the zeal we need to seek knowledge also.

Proverbs 19:2 Also, that the soul be
without knowledge, it is not good; and
he that hasteth with his feet sinneth.
Romans 10:2 For I bear them record that they have
a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge.
Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack
of knowledge: because thou hast rejected
knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt
be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten
the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.

As the opening verse said, “Iron sharpeneth iron.”
The study of God’s Word is crucial as we endeavor
in our attempts of serving and pleasing Him.
Proverbs 2:6 For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of
his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.
The Lord does lead many, but not everyone, to
uproot their lives and go to a Bible College to
get a formal Bible education. Praise the Lord for
those who can. Some people have the ability and
discipline needed to get a Bible education through
a correspondence or distant learning curriculum.
At Rock of Ages College of Biblical Studies, we
are there for those that cannot attend on campus
classes. We offer excellent curriculum that is
second to none, that I believe will, as Proverbs
27:17 said, “Iron sharpeneth iron.” Studying God’s
Word gives the cutting edge that is needed to
serve the Lord, in this evil world we live in today.

Proverbs 9:9-10 Give instruction to a wise man, and

he will be yet wiser: teach a just man, and he will increase
in learning. 10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning
of wisdom: and the knowledge
of the holy is understanding.
Vance Havner said, “We have been so
busy chopping wood, that we have
not taken time to sharpen the axe.”
DR. FRED RUSSELL

College of Biblical Studies
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W

e have heard it said that happiness is

based on our “happenings,” but Joy
is independent of our circumstances.

Anyone can be happy when they get a new job, get a raise
at work, go on a family vacation, buy a new car, etc. But
it is only the Lord that can give us true Joy in the harder
times. When we get fired from our job, when we don’t have
money to pay our bills, when our kids are sick, or when our
“happenings” aren’t ideal…. THAT is when the Joy of the
Lord comes in! When you watch Christian families endure
trial after trial, when you see them suffer incredible loss or
heartache…. but yet they can still praise the Lord, knowing
His ways are higher than ours…. THAT is the Joy that can
only come from the Lord!
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So, if we as Christians have this JOY available to us…
through the Lord…why do we become so down and out?
Why do we have a hard time dealing with the trials ahead
of us? Why do we get bitter or angry or disappointed
when storms come into our life? Why are there times
that we just can’t find that “happiness” or Joy we
need? Well…. sometimes we just have to CHOOSE Joy.
As I was thinking back over the past few years of my
life, over the hard times, over the good times…..I began
to think about those times I just had to choose Joy. Times
that I didn’t just wake up with a smile on my face. I woke
up to trouble, I woke up to pain, and I woke up to fear.
These are the times that I had a choice, and you have a
choice. We can choose to continue in our emotions of fear,
anxiety, and disappointment, or choose Joy. It’s up to us.

LOV ELY L A DI E S A R T I CLE
B Y: M E L I S S A H I L L

|

Many of you that know our family have seen us walk
through an amazing journey the last few years. So you may
be thinking, I’m sure she really had to choose Joy a lot. I’m
sure she had to CHOOSE Joy when she stepped away from
her dream career, everything she had worked for since she
was a kid. But, not really. The Lord just gave Joy when He
replaced a career with a family. Okay…well, I’m sure she
had to CHOOSE Joy when the Lord called her family to the
mission field, asked them to sell their dream house, and live
out of their van and prophets’ chambers for the next two
years. Or, when her family went from a two-income household
(with 1 child), to a zero-income household (with 2 children,
quickly becoming 4 children with the birth of our twins!!).
But honestly. I didn’t have to choose Joy during those times.
The Lord just provided. This was actually a very joyful time in
our lives! Everything was so exciting! Okay, okay, you say…..I
know when you had to CHOOSE Joy, Melissa. It was when
your twins were born, and one was diagnosed with a skull
abnormality that would require a complete reconstruction
of his skull. No, again. The Lord provided. Then, was it when
you got on a plane, moved to another country, and left your
parents and friends and other family members behind? Once
again, No. Don’t get me wrong, all of these situations came
with their struggles…. lots of them. I had lots of different
emotions during these times…..but I cannot explain it, the
Lord just gave such sweet peace and Joy to our hearts!
So, you may be asking yourself, if you had Joy during all
those times, why are you writing about CHOOSING Joy?
Well, because my time for choice came after all those things.
Here we are, literally living our dream. We are in the
country the Lord called us to, serving Him, trying to teach
the Guatemalan people, I get to be a stay at home mom,
I get to homeschool, I get to be a wife and a mom to 4
amazing kids, I’m doing everything I have ever dreamed of.
So, where is the Joy? Why did I feel myself slipping farther
and farther away from Joy? I don’t have an answer to the why,
but after a few months the Lord has shown me the solution.
There are super hard times that come, there are semihard times that come, and then there are just normal
everyday times that come. But at some point we have
probably all felt ourselves slipping farther and farther
away from Joy. Things begin to get darker; our outlook
becomes gloomier, our attitude takes a turn for the
worse, and we even shut people out of our life. But it’s
in these times I’ve realized we have to CHOOSE JOY!

C H OOS I N G

Joy

Yes, it’s a decision. When we got saved the Lord gave
us so much, and one of those things was Joy. However,
we have to make a conscious decision during these
difficult times, to utilize that Joy every day. Remember we
already said, Joy is something we can have in spite of our
surroundings and circumstances. The Bible says in John
15:11 “These things have I spoken unto you, that my Joy
might remain in you, and that your Joy might be full.”

He gave us His Joy and He wants it to not
only remain in us (choose to embrace it every
day), but He wants our Joy to be Full!
A few definitions I found for the word ‘full’
include words such as: saturated, not partial,
strong, entire, ample, and abundant! He
doesn’t desire for us to just live with a little joy,
He wants our life to be saturated in Joy…. joy
that is entire, ample, strong, and abundant!!!
Of course, none of us wake up just beaming with Joy
every day. We would be kidding ourselves to think this!
Knowing what the day may hold, knowing the things in
front of us, knowing there will also be uncertainties in
our days, we must wake up each morning and PURPOSE
in our heart to CHOOSE Joy each day! We aren’t choosing
happiness…that’s based on what happens during the day, (if
the kids behave, if we get a decent dinner on the table, etc.)
we are choosing to meditate on God’s Word, be in a spirit of
prayer and thankfulness, and constantly have on our minds
on where we were, what our destination WAS…and what it
is now! THAT is Joy, that will make a difference during our
hard times. Psalm 16:11 says …”in thy presence is fulness
of Joy; at the right hand there are pleasures for evermore.”
That unlocks the secret! We have to choose to stay
in His presence! Whether you are going through what
looks like a major trial or simply just find your everyday
responsibilities stealing your Joy…. choose to stay in
His presence! And when we choose to take one day,
one hour, one minute at a time, choosing to stay in HIS
presence …..we then are choosing JOY! Joy that the
world and everything it throws at you, cannot take away!
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College of Biblical Studies
& Theological Seminary

NEW ONLINE VIDEO COURSES
Through the years we have seen a need in many churches for teachers, pastors not
having enough teachers to fill their need, and pastors needing quality materials for
Sunday School, Bible Classes, shut-ins, and to offer college-level classes in their
church.
The eight courses that we now have available are only the beginning. Each course consists of
13 – 16 lessons that will average 45 minutes each. They can be purchased and used repeatedly
in multiple classes. The courses are recorded with the instructors that have written the materials
doing the teaching.
These new video courses are easy to follow and impart knowledge from God's Word with great
clarity, detail, and interesting visual presentations. It is a great avenue to engage more of God's
people in studying His Word as it is very effective for people with limited time.
The cost of each course is $300.00 and will include all lessons pertaining to the course purchased
as detailed in the Presentation Video.
In the long run, the materials is much more cost-efficient than curriculum that has been made
available to churches in the past.
Again, our goal is to be a help to God’s people, by presenting a means or method of teaching that
will enhance their desire to learn. Resulting in a greater desire to serve.
If you need more information, or have other questions, please contact us.

ONLINE VIDEO COURSES AVAILABLE
Behold the Lamb (Life of Christ)
Bible Geography (Bible Lands: Peoples, Places, and Events)
Eschatology (Last Things)
Evangelism and Stewardship
Feasts and Offerings
Pastoral Theology I Timothy (Church Behavior)
Philippians (Christian Joy)
(Circumstances, People, Things, Worry)
Revealing Islam And Its Role In The End Times

Please visit our website www.roacollege.org
and view the Video Presentation and Previews of each subject offered.
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NEW TOPICAL STUDIES NOW IN STOCK!

Words of Love & Wisdom
Our newest expositional study outlining:
Song of Solomon and Ecclesiastes

THE PROVERBS 12 MAN
The Proverbs 12 Man is an exposition of the twelfth chapter of Proverbs.
Biblical principles and instructions for implementing those principles are
given for the maturing man who chooses to live godly. Consequences of
rejecting those principles are presented to attempt to restrain the young
man who is choosing a destructive path. The maturing godly man is
encouraged to be observant of those around him and give attention to
their needs.

ELIJAH: THE MAN OF GOD
This book explores the character and events in the life of Elijah, the Old
Testament prophet. Although serving God during a time of great wickedness
in Israel, he was sensitive to God’s call and willing to do whatever God
demanded even though his human weaknesses were revealed at the brook
Cherith. Elijah was not a super saint as he often cried out to God complaining
about his condition. Within the seven miracles God performed through
Elijah, practical applications of spiritual growth are presented through his
responses. Even though his human weaknesses often troubled him, he
never shirked his commitment to God’s call on his life.

EXPOSITORY
OUTLINE STUDIES

SUNDAY SCHOOL CURRICULUM

ONLY $4.00 Each
Visit our online store at roapm.org/store
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SPECIAL BIBLE & BOOK SALE!
The Rock Of Ages Study Bible

The Edition Rock of Ages Study Bible (printed only as the King James Bible) offers an unparalleled selection of helps that
are designed to encourage the study of God’s Word. Rock of Ages Ministries has used quality materials and workmanship
to ensure that your copy of God’s Word will withstand years of faithful use.

The Rock of Ages Study Bible features:
Over 975 in-text notes for instant background information

Introductions with outlines set the stage for each book of the Bible

35 black and white in-text maps provide geographical context

16 pages of accurate, indexed, full-color Biblical world maps

33 in-text charts for easy to understand factual information

Sectional headings and outlines are indicated within the text

Asterisks by keywords indicate where study notes are available

250+ page Concordance of the most prominent words in the KJV

Plus Thousands of concise, bottom-of-page study notes on the topics of Salvation, Baptism, Prayer and more.
Premium Goatskin with Calfskin Lining / Edgelined

Quality Leather Bibles / Edgelined
Available in:

Features:
- Premium Deluxe Goat Skin
or CalfskinCover
- Supple Calfskin Lining
- Stitched Cover Edges
- 4 Marker Ribbons

Lambskin
Cowhide
Calfskin

Colors:
Brown
Black
Red

$150.00

SALE $125.00

$125.00 SALE

While supplies last

NEW!
Premium Goatskin
Edgelined

Premium
Imitation Leather
Bible - Black
(Not Pictured)

Blue Bible

$150.00

$60.00

SALE $125.00

SALE $45.00

Please visit our online store at roapm.com for additional Bible Offers!
(Please call for case lot orders and shipping options 423.479.3243)
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$100.00

SPECIAL BIBLE & BOOK SALE!
The Soul Winner's Discipleship New Testament
It has always been the goal of Rock of Ages Ministries to provide materials that will be a blessing and offer assistance to
local churches, schools, colleges, and individual Christians. We have developed this New Testament with soulwinning and
discipleship in mind and, to our knowledge, it is the only one of its kind. The Soul Winner's Discipleship New Testament is
ﬁlled with wonderful resources that every soulwinner will truly appreciate.

The Soul Winner's Discipleship New Testament features:
The Soulwinner’s Presentation Page

This page, in the front of the Bible, is presented to the individual that was saved. It records their name and the name of the one that led them to Christ,
the name and address of the church or ministry represented, and the date, time, and location where the individual trusted Christ as their Saviour.
A Soulwinner’s marked edition
A Summary of all major doctrines of the Bible

An Introduction to the New Testament
The Romans Road in the opening pages

A "How to study the Bible" section

An “About The Bible And Its Author” section

A “How We Got Our English Bible” section

A "Where to ﬁnd help in the Bible" section

A section dedicated to soulwinners past, present, and future
The Plan of salvation on the outside back cover

The “You Must Be Born Again” section with detailed information
on how a sinner can be saved

Plus it consists of the Book of Proverbs, a full concordance, and the all of the notes
and in-text maps from the New Testament of the Rock of Ages Study Bible!
The Soul Winner's Discipleship New Testament is a compact 5x8 size, features an easy to read number ten font size, and offers a variety of cover choices.

Genuine Leather
Features:
- Genuine Leather Cover
- 1 Marker Ribbon
Colors:
Black
Red

Emergency
Responders Edition
(Police, Fire Dept. & EMS)

New Testament
Paperback

$25.00
SALE
$20.00
NEW!

Correctional Ofﬁcer Edition
New Testament
Paperback

$3.00 each
or $2.50 / Case lot

$3.00 each
or $2.50 / Case lot

Full Color Paperback

New Testament

$3.00 each
or $2.50 / Case lot
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SPECIAL BIBLE & BOOK SALE!

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Paperback | Advanced Study Guide

$5.00 each
Rock of Ages Ministries is excited about this book, as it is a great
resource concerning the history of the Baptist and it explains the
origins of denominationalism.
These books are great study for Sunday School Classes, Pastoral
Studies, or Home Studies. They're also a great gift idea for any Christian
seeking to dig deeper into the Word of God and hungering for biblical
knowledge and wisdom.
Both are easy to read in large font text, is clear and concise, and is sure
to captivate the reader during the ﬁrst few pages.

NEW!

Minor Prophets

A Summary of Baptist
and Denominationalism

Revealing Islam

Soft Cover $15.00
E-Book $9.99

By Dr. Robert Keeton

Since May of 1996, Dr. Robert Keeton has taught missionaires and held church seminars on the
religion of Islam. In Revealing Islam, Dr. Keeton gives us an informative look at the beliefs and
practices of Islam that will help to equip the reader with knowledge of how to reach them. This
instructional book reveals his research to us, and the blessing he has had to put his ﬁndings into
practice. He does this by providing examples of his experiences witnessing to many Muslims and
seeing them come to Christ.
Dr. Keeton also reveals the rapid advance of Islam in our present day and its emerging role as the
one-world religious platform for the antichrist during the tribulation period.
This is a wonderful resource, and has been instrumental in many accepting Christ as Saviour
through the Biblical principles it presents.

God’s Approval on Your Ministry

By Dr. Mike Van Horn

God has given every born-again, Bible-believing Christian his/her very own ministry, and in order
to fulﬁll the ministry the LORD has entrusted us with, we must learn to tap into His powerful
resources. Dr. Mike Van Horn has a great burden to awaken 21st century Christians to the
seemingly forgotten practice of fasting. In God’s Approval on Your Ministry: A Practical guide to
Biblical Fasting, Dr. Van Horn shows us that there are not only many different Biblical reasons to
fast, but that God’s Word gives us guidelines for why, when, and how to fast.

Soft Cover $5.00
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Read and ﬁnd out how every Christian today can add fasting, the secret weapon in God’s arsenal,
to his/her prayer life!

SPECIAL BIBLE & BOOK SALE!

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Leadership Devotions By Dr. Terry Ellis
A new resource ﬁlled with devotional thoughts and lessons
gleaned from the personal devotions of Dr. Terry Ellis, President
of Rock of Ages Ministries. Dr. Ellis has also done additional
research to help encourage, equip, and give Biblical insights to
God's men and those that follow them.
It is apparent that the devotional thoughts of
Dr. Ellis come from the heart of a man that has
served as a missionary for several decades and
still believes the source for powerful leadership
and service is found in the pages of the Bible.
WHETHER YOU ARE THE LEADER OF
YOUR HOME, MINISTRY, STAFF, OR BUSINESS,
THIS BOOK WILL BE OF GREAT VALUE.

Dr. Ricky Dunsford
Executive Vice President
Rock of Ages Ministries

Soft Cover $12.00

SALE $10.00

God's Wisdom, Our Topics
A tremendous topical reference tool for ﬁnding speciﬁc subjects in the King James Bible, for
learning more about character, morals, ethics from God’s Word, and for growing closer to The
Lord from His promises.
Features:
-Simple table of contents for easy topical look-up
-Lists some of the many topical Scriptures.
-Pocket size

A great ministry tool and gift idea for anyone ages seven and up!

Soft Cover $3.00
(10 or more $2.00 each)

COLORING BOOKS
Let’s Learn About Forgiveness Coloring Book
Vamos Aprender de Misioneros (Spanish)
Bright and cheerful, Christian coloring books for children of any age that uses the cheerful
“Tater” characters to teach about missionaries, God’s creation account, God’s plan of
salvation, and much more!
Features:
-40 pages of beautiful, full-page coloring illustrations,
-Memory verses from the King James Bible.

A must-have for grandparents, parents, ministry leaders, or anyone reaching out to
children.

Soft Cover $1.00 | Case of 100 $75.00

($.75 each)
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PROMOTIONAL ITEMS
ROA Hats (Men's & Ladies')
$12.00 each

ROA Tumblers
$15.00
each

Colors: Blue, White, Pink, Cream

SALE $8.00

Colors:
Pink, Black

ROA Stylus

Black Ink - Plastic Barrell
Colors: Black, Blue, Green, Red, Yellow

$0.85 each

ROA PU Vinyl Journals with 2 ribbons & front pocket
Colors: Blue, Red, Black

$8.00

SALE
$6.00
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ROA Leather Journal, Stitched
edgeline
$12.00

SALE
$10.00

Rock of Ages Ministries, Inc.
PO Box 2308
Cleveland, TN 37320
Phone - (423) 479-3243
Email: info@roapm.net

Rock of Ages Ministries was established in 1977 and is a worldwide outreach ministering on
the continents of Europe, Asia, Africa, North and South America. We offer ministry outreach
to prisons, schools and the military, through our Publication Department, Revivals, Chaplaincy
Program, Discipleship Institute, and our College of Biblical Studies. For further information on
any of these ministries, please go visit us at www.roapm.org, call us at 423-479-3243, or email
us at info@roapm.com.

P.O. Box 2308 | Cleveland, Tennessee 37320 | roapm.org
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